Child Development Center

GUIDANCE POLICY

We maintain a positive guidance policy, which focuses on prevention,
redirection, love, consistency and firmness. We stress two main patterns
of behavior: respect for other people and respect for property. The
children are explained the rules of the center frequently, so they are all
familiar with the guidelines. Please keep in mind that there WILL be
disagreements between children. Young children have a hard time
expressing their feelings. Sometimes they hit, throw toys, bite, etc. We
will try to prevent problems, redirect when appropriate, discuss
inappropriate behavior, encourage making amends when offense
involves another person, and sometimes withdraw privileges based on
the principle of "natural consequences". An example might be where a
child is misusing a toy then he/she will not be allowed to play with the
toy for a period of time. The use of time outs will be rare except when a
brief cooling off period is needed. Sometimes when children are fighting
or throwing toys, we will put the toy in a short time out, and then bring it
back into circulation a little later. This seems to work better than giving
the child a time out.



